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Dear Congressman Weldon:

Thank you for your letter of Decemix.'t' 16. 1996. on behalf of your constituent, Thomas H.
Killion. Vice Chainnan of the Delaware County Council, Media. Pennsylvania. Mr. Killion
expresses his concern regarding the Commission's recent action to implement digital
television. Mr. Killion is concerned that this decision may impact public safety operations in
Ddawarc. County. Pennsylvania and that it may cause financial harm to the public safety
community.

On July 25. 1996. the Commission proposed policies for allotting channels for ON service
and also provided a draft ON Table of Allotments. (~Sixth.-Further Notice Qf.Proposed
&!k..Making in MM Docket No. 87-268. FCC No. 96-317, released August 14, 1996). In
that action. the Commission proposed to provide all existing television broadcasters with a
sl'Ctmd 6 MHz channel for digital broadca'iting. The Commission's plan for allotment of
DTV channels would maintain the channels currently used for land mobile operations in a
numlx.'f of ~jor market<;. including channels 19 and 20 in the Philadelphia and a4jacent New
Jerst:y region. \\nile our draft OTV Tanlt: would provide for use of channel 21 in Vineland.
Nt:w .krsey. \\t: helie\'e that enginc..'t..~ng solutions are available for avoiding interference
hetwl'en DTV ~U1d land mohile oJX.'Tations on atliacent frequencies. At the same time, we
understand the potential !()r intcrfL"fCflce hetWl't..'n the new OTV station and the existing land
mohile sen'ices in the Philadelphia'New krsey region. Please be assured that we are
carefully evaluating all a\'ailahle altcrnati\'l'S !llr maintaining the interests of land mobile
OfX.TJtors a., \\dl a., hroadcastlTS a.'i \\C dc\dop tht: DTV Table of Allotments.

"(hank you Il)r your interest in this math,:r.

Sincerely.

Richard M. Smith
Chief
Oflice of Engineering and Technology
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Director of Legislative Affairs
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1919 M Street NW
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Dear Ms. Harris:

You will find enclosed a copy of correspondence I have received
from Thomas Killion. The information, I feel, is self-explanatory.

I would appreciate your reviewing the enclosed letter and
providing me with written information that would be helpful to my
constituent in solving this problem.

Please forward the information to my District Office, 1554
Garrett Road, Upper Darby, PA 19082. I am grateful for any
assistance you may be able to provide in this matter.

7J1Y

,

CURT WELDON
Member of Congress
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November 15) 1996

Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Comment on NPRM - MM Docket No. 87-268, FCC 96-317

Dear Chairman:

The County of Delaware has, through its Department of Emergency Services, an
Emergency Communications system responsible for public safety communications
protecting some 550,000 residents of the County. Your records will reflect this is
accomplished through utilization of twenty-nine pairs of frequencies in the 500 MHZ
band operated by 41 municipal police departments, 65 paid and volunteer fire
departments, 25 volunteer ambulance companies supported by advanced life support
units operating out of eight County hospitals. Additionally, County units such as
Prison, Sheriff, Criminal Investigation and Drug Enforcement along with units of
Emergency Management rely totally on the County emergency radio network to
achieve their respective goals.

The docket in question, if allowed, would not only imperil the well-being of the public
safety personnel who rely on the integrity of the County system, but would also have
an adverse effect on the well-being of the County population as a whole due to the
introduction of noise, buzzing and other interference into what is presently a high
quality public safety communications system.

To accomplish this high quality objective the County has invested in excess of
$15,000,000.00 in developing a system accessing almost 2,000 public safety mobiles
and portable radios. The environment in which the County public safety personnel
work is an already stressful enterprise due to the largely urbanized make up of the
County. A proposal that would add interference and noise to an already stressful work
environment must be successfully resisted.
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We appeal to you and your colleagues on the Commission to deny the application.

Paul G. Mattus, Chairman

Thomas H. Killion, Vice Chairman

Kathrynann W. Durham, Member

cc: The Honorable Curt Weldon
The Honorable Tom Ridge
The Honorable Rick Santorum
The Honorable Arlen Specter


